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SUMMARY 

This report is divided into two main chapters. In the first chapter you will find the gap analysis 
regarding the Albanian legislation on the use, import, transport, storage, trade, and treatment 
of plant protection products (PPPs). Meanwhile, in the second chapter you will find the gap 
analysis regarding the publically available information on the use of agricultural chemicals 
within the territory of the Republic of Albania. 

Regarding the Albanian legislation on the use, storage, and treatment of PPPs, it seems that we 
have a complete regulation on procedures such as: Control of parasites, Registration, Licensing, 
Trade, Transport, Storage, Quality control, Use, Disposal, and Recycling of PPPs. Furthermore, 
the Albanian legislation is partially influenced by EU legislation and in accordance with 
International Conventions. On the other hand, we have poor law enforcement. 

Regarding the alleviating of the PPPs impacts on human and environmental health, there are 
foreseen some regulatory mechanisms in the legislation, such as disposal and recycling of 
pesticides. 

In terms of biodiversity, there is no specific mechanisms that regulate the impacts of PPPs on 
specific species or groups, except from pollinating insects which probably are thought as the 
only directly affected group. 

Regarding the use of pesticides within the territory of the Republic of Albania, there is very 
limited information available for the public. The publically available information includes: List of 
legal acts regarding plant protection and plant protection products, list of PPPs which are 
allowed to be imported and traded in the Republic of Albania, list of PPPs which are not allowed 
to be imported and traded in the Republic of Albania, etc. Meanwhile, there is no available 
information for the public in terms of more specific information, such as quantities and 
geographical distribution of the legal and illegal use of agricultural chemicals within the territory 
of Albania. 
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SUBJECT AND PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

This report is developed under the frames of action A1 of the LIFE+ project “Egyptian vulture New LIFE” 
(LIFE16 NAT/BG/000874, www.LifeNeophron.eu), further referred as “the LIFE project” funded by the 
European Commission and co-funded by the “A. G. Leventis Foundation”, and implemented by the 
Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds (BirdLife Bulgaria), the Hellenic Ornithological Society 
(BirdLife Greece), the World Wildlife Fund for nature - WWF Greece,  the Royal Society for the Protection 
of Birds (BirdLife UK) (RSPB), Doğa Derneği / BirdLife Turkey (DD), BirdLife Middle East, BirdLife Africa, 
A.P. Leventis Ornithological and Research Institute (APLORI), CMS Raptors MoU, Green Balkans. 

The main goal of this report is to identify and assess the scale and the impacts of the agriculture 
chemicals used in the territory of the Republic of Albania on the Egyptian Vulture population, and on 
other birds of prey as well as in the Albanian wildlife in general and to propose adequate measures in 
order to minimize the impact. This has been achieved through the analysis of the Albanian legislation 
regarding plant protection and plant protection products as well as through analysis of the publically 
available information regarding the use of legal and illegal agriculture chemicals.  

The methodology used for the elaboration of this report consists on desk research of the legal acts and 
the publically available information.  

The analysis of legal acts consists on listing all the relevant legal acts and describing of the legal 
procedures regarding: control of parasites, registration of the plant protection products, licensing of 
PPPs, import, trade, storage, use, disposal, and recycling of the PPPs.  

The analysis of the publically available information consists on listing all the available information for the 
public regarding the legal / illegal use of the legal / illegal agriculture chemicals and describing how and 
where to find this information. 
  

http://www.dogadernegi.org/
http://www.birdlife.org/middle-east/partnership/about-birdlife-middle-east
http://www.birdlife.org/africa/partnership/about-birdlife-africa
https://aplori.org/
http://www.cms.int/raptors/en
http://www.greenbalkans.org/en/
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CHAPTER I – GAP ANALYSIS ON THE ALBANIAN LEGISLATION REGARDING USE, STORAGE, AND 
TREATMENT OF PLANT PROTECTION PRODUCTS 

I. LIST OF LEGAL ACTS 

1. Law no. 105/2016, date 27.10.2016 “On the protection of plants”1  

It is the main legal act regarding plant protection and their products.  The purpose of this law, according 
to Article 1, is to protect plants and their products from parasites; to prevent the entrance and spread of 
the parasites in the territory of the Republic of Albania; to protect the health of humans, animals, and 
the environment from the use of plant protection products (PPPs). This law is further reinforced and 
supplemented by orders and decisions of the Council of Ministers, regarding the registration, licensing, 
trade, transport, storage, use, disposal, recycling, etc of the plant protection products. Furthermore, in 
Article 3 of this law are represented the responsible authorities for the protection of plants, which you 
will find them also in the Appendix I of this report.  

The relevant terminology regarding this legal act is as follows: 

Good practices for the protection of plants is the set of measures and actions for the control of 
parasites by chemical methods, respecting the conditions under which PPPs are registered, such as: 
adherence to critical limits, dose and volume selection, timing and number of treatments, protection of 
natural entomophage and the environment, as well as the health of users and consumers. 

Plant Protection Product (PPP) is a product containing one or more active substances and used to 
protect plants or plant products from parasites or to prevent their action, affecting plant life processes 
but with a different action than fertilizers chemicals, e.g. growth regulators, to destroy undesirable 
plants or plant parts, as well as to control or prevent the growth of undesirable plant parts. 

Dangerous PPP is a plant protection product containing one of the following properties: explosive, 
oxidizing, flammable, harmful, corrosive, irritant, sensitive, carcinogenic, mutagenic, toxic to 
reproduction and dangerous to the environment. 

High risk PPP is a plant protection product which contains one of the following qualities: highly toxic 
(class 1a or T +), toxic (class 1b or T), extremely flammable. 

Phytosanitary Certificate is the official document issued by the plant protection service from the country 
of origin or country of production, indicating that the phytosanitary conditions of plants, plant products 
and other objects meet the phytosanitary safety standards laid down by the legislation in force in the 
Republic of Albania. 

Internal Phytosanitary Certificate is an official document issued by the plant protection service of the 
area from which it was produced, which states that plants, plant products and other objects have been 
officially inspected at the site of origin and have been found free of quarantine parasites. It expresses the 

                                                           
1
 http://www.ligjet.org/ 

http://www.ligjet.org/
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phytosanitary status of a consignment that meets the phytosanitary safety standards set by the 
legislation in force in the Republic of Albania. 

Phytosanitary Certificate of Export is the official document issued by the plant protection service of the 
area from which it is produced, indicating that the phytosanitary conditions of plants, plant products 
endangered and other objects meet the phytosanitary safety standards set by legislation in force in the 
Republic of Albania. 

Phytosanitary Certificate for Re-export is the official document issued by the plant protection service for 
re-export shipments, as official inspections have ensured that there is no phytosanitary risk in the new 
consignment. 

Plant Passport is the accompanying document on the movement within the territory of the Republic of 
Albania of plants, as well as of dangerous plant products, which pass through clean areass. 

Clean area is a territory or part of a territory, belonging to one or more villages, municipalities or 
counties free from certain parasites. 

Parasite is a pest, disease or weeds, harmful or potentially harmful to plants and plant products. 

Quarantine parasite is a dangerous parasite with significant economic impact that has not been or has 
been observed in our country but is not widespread. 

Other objects is any storage place, means of transport, container, soil, living organisms, etc., that serve 
to shelter or spread the parasites. 

Registration is the process of evaluating a PPP, according to the criteria set forth in the provisions of this 
law and the bylaws enacted as a result of which it is permitted to trade or use it in the territory of the 
Republic of Albania his with registration documents. 

Trade of PPPs is any activity related to the storage, distribution, presentation for sale or the sale in the 
territory of the Republic of Albania of registered PPPs. 

Tracing means the ability to track a plant, dangerous plant production, other plant protection product 
that is related to plant health at all stages of production, processing and distribution. 

Inspection is the visual examination of plants, plant products and other objects carried out by the 
inspector to determine whether they are infected or affected by parasites and whether they comply with 
the provisions of this legal Act and the Law "On Inspection". 

2. Decision of the Council of Ministers (DCM) no. 146, date 13.3.2018 “On the establishment, 
organization and functioning of regional agencies for veterinary services and plant protection”1  

The main purpose of this decision is the establishment of regional agencies in Shkodër, Tiranë, Vlorë, and 
Elbasan for veterinary services and plant protection which have the mission to implement policies and 
strategies for the health protection of humans, animals, plants and environment. In total, there are 4 
Regional Agencies for Veterinary Services and Plant Protection: Regional Agency for Veterinary Services 
and Plant Protection in Shkodër which includes the county of Shkodër, Lezhë and Kukës; Regional Agency 
for Veterinary Services and Plant Protection in Tirana which includes the county of Durrës, Tiranë, Dibër; 
Regional Agency for Veterinary Services and Plant Protection in Vlorë which includes the county of Fier, 
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Vlorë, Gjirokastër, and Regional Agency for Veterinary Services and Plant Protection in Elbasan which 
includes the county of Korçë, Elbasan, Berat.  

According to Chapter I (5) of this DCM, the Regional Agencies for Veterinary Services and Plant 
Protection have to maintain constant connections and coordinate their activity with research institutions 
and other sources of information.  

The main duties and responsibilities of the Plant Protection Service within these regional agencies are as 
follows:  

 

 Monitoring of the phytosanitary condition of plants, plant products and other objects within the 
territory in their administration; 

 Phytosanitary inspections and provision of "Internal Phytosanitary Certificate" for plants or plant 
products capable of carrying quarantine or dangerous parasites moving within the territory of the 
country; 

 Phytosanitary controls and provision of "Phytosanitary Certificate of Export" for plants or plant 
products capable of carrying quarantine or dangerous parasites, which move outside the territory of 
the country; 

 Phytosanitary inspection and provision of "Phytosanitary Certificate for re-export" for plants or plant 
products upon entry into the territory of the country for the purpose of re-exportation and stay in 
the country for more than 14 days; 

 Phytosanitary controls and provision of "Phytosanitary Certificate" for plant materials for 
propagation or planting; 

 Monitoring of cultivated or spontaneous plant parasites, as well as of plant protection funds, which 
are planned in the annual budget for the ministry; 

 Notifying immediately the Responsible Structure for Plant Protection when a quarantine parasite 
appears in an area and, by declaring this area as an affected area, pursues measures to limit the 
spread of the quarantine parasite until its eradication in the area concerned; 

 Monitoring of the implementation of good plant protection practices, as well as integrated 
protection criteria; 

 Monitoring of the application of special measures for emergencies of mass propagation and 
proliferation of parasites, which cannot be restricted by common control methods; 

 Provision of the appropriate training and issuance of the proof of ability to use PPPs; 

 Provision of the information to the entire farmer community and the public, through the mass 
media; 

 Implementation of short-term, mid-term and long-term strategies of plant protection activities; 

 Monitoring and implementation of other duties as defined by law no. 105/2016, "On plant 
protection", as well as in its bylaws. 
 

3. Law no. 27/2016 “On the management of chemicals”1  

The objective of this law is to define the obligations on manufacturers, importers and users to classify 
the chemicals they place on the market and to provide the Chemical Safety Data Sheet; to determine the 
obligations to all suppliers for labeling and packaging of chemicals; to determine the obligations on 
exporters and importers of chemicals subject to the provisions of prior import approval and export 
notification; to regulate the production, placing on the market, use and export of dangerous chemicals; 
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to define the obligations and procedures for the establishment and maintenance of a register of 
chemicals placed on the internal market or produced for export outside the Republic of Albania. 

This law is partially aligned with:  

 Regulation (EC) 1907/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 December 2006 “On 
the Registration, Evaluation, Authorization and Restriction of Chemicals (REACH), establishing the 
European Chemicals Agency, which amends Directive 1999/45 / EC, repeals Council Regulation (EEC) 
793/93 and Commission Regulation (EC) No 1448/94, as well as Council Directive 76/769 / EEC and 
Commission Directives 91/155 / EEC, 93/67 / EEC, 93 / 105 / EEC and 2000/21 / EC, "as amended";  

 Regulation (EC) 1272/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 December 2008 “On 
the classification, labeling and packaging of substances and mixtures amending and repealing 
Directives 67/548 / EEC and 1999/45 / EC and amending Regulation (EC) 1907/2006 ", as amended". 
 

4. DCM no. 317, date 15.5.2019 “On the adoption of rules for the sustainable use of plant protection 
products and the qualification criteria for users”1  

The purpose of this DCM is to ensure a sustainable use of plant protection products (PPPs), minimizing 
the risks and impacts of their use on health of humans, animals and environment, and promoting the use 
of integrated pest management as well as approaches or alternative techniques, such as non-chemical 
alternatives to PPPs. In Chapter I (2) of this DCM is specified that the measures provided in these Rules 
do not affect the measures laid down in national law for: conservation of wild birds; conservation of 
natural habitats, wild fauna and flora; creating a framework in the field of water policy; maximum levels 
of pesticide residues on or above food and food of plant and animal origin; protecting the health and 
safety of workers from the risks associated with chemical agents at work; protecting workers from the 
risks associated with their exposure to carcinogens or mutagens at work; supporting rural development. 

This decision is partially aligned with Directive 2009/128 / EC, of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 21 October 2009 establishing a framework for community action to achieve sustainable 
pesticide use.  

This DCM is accompanied by the relevant terminology as follows: 

Fumigating is the process of applying, exposing and distributing a poisonous PPP in its gaseous state, 
with a view to controlling pests in the product and its holding environment, including fumigation 
preparation, fumigation operation itself and the steps taken after fumigation, e.g. ventilation and 
cleaning. All gases and vapors that can act as a choke are considered "very toxic to health”. 

Fumigation Certificate (or "Fumigation Application Certificate") is the document issued after the 
fumigation application, which reflects the service provided, stating the characteristics and procedure 
applied. 

Integrated Parasite Management is the careful consideration of all available plant protection methods 
and subsequent integration of appropriate measures that discourage the development of populations of 
harmful organisms and maintain the use of plant protection products and other forms of intervention in 
levels that are economically and environmentally justified, as well as reduce or minimize risks to human 
health and the environment. Integrated parasite management emphasizes the growth of a healthy crop 
with the least possible intervention for agro-ecosystems and encourages natural control mechanisms of 
parasites. 
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Non-chemical methods are the alternative methods of plant protection products and pest management 
based on agronomic techniques, such as those referred to in point 1 of Annex 3 of this legal act or 
methods of physical, mechanical or biological control of parasites. 

Consultant means any person who holds a bachelor's degree in agronomy and advises on pest 
management and the safe use of PPPs, professionally or commercially, including private and public 
services, commercial agents, food producers and retailers where applicable. 

5. DCM no. 335, date 6.6.2018 “On the approval of rules on the registration procedure and 
evaluation criteria of plant protection products”1  

The purpose of this DCM is to lay down the rules for the registration procedure and the evaluation 
criteria of plant protection products (PPPs) to be imported, placed on the market and used within the 
territory of the Republic of Albania.  

This DCM is accompanied by the relevant terminology which is complementary to the terminology of the 
law “On the protection of plants”, as follows: 

Active substance is a substance or microorganism, including viruses, having a specific or general action 
on plants, their products and pests. 

Technical active substance is a substance used in the manufacture of a plant protection product and 
containing a pure active substance, together with impurities, within the permissible limits. 

New active substance is an active substance manufactured and patented by a particular manufacturer in 
accordance with international rules protecting the patent right of invention, which is approved by order 
of the Minister. 

Old active substance is the active substance, the production of which, according to international rules, is 
free and approved by order of the Minister. 

Inorganic plant protection product is a plant protection product containing only inorganic active 
substances. 

Repellent is an active substance that, for specific characteristics of odor, color, mechanical effect, etc is 
capable of removing certain phytoparasites.  

PPP originated by plants is a plant protection product whose active ingredient contains one or more 
plant originating materials, combined with one or more herbal preparations. 

6. Law no. 10081, date 23.2.2009 “On licenses, authorization and permits in the Republic of Albania”, 
as amended1  

This legal act sets: the principles for determining the activities, actions and types of public goods, the 
exercise, performance and use of which are subject to licensing, authorization or licensing; the principles 
for determining the conditions, procedures and terms of validity of licenses, authorizations and permits, 
and principles for the reasons and procedures for their revocation; the organization and the content of 
the National Register of Licenses and Permits; the procedures for dealing with certain licenses, 
authorizations and permits under the jurisdiction of central institutions; the rules of organization and 
functioning of the National Licensing Center (Article 2 (1)). 
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The relevant terminology regarding this legal act is as follows: 

License is an administrative act, which gives its holder the right to start and exercise the type of activity 
in accordance with the conditions set forth therein. 

License/Authorization/Permit Holder is a legal person or natural person who has obtained a license, 
authorization or permit. 

Licensing/Authorization/Permitting Conditions are those conditions, the preliminary and/or ongoing 
fulfillment of which is required by the licensee/authorization/permit holder. 

Licensing/Authorization/Permitting Criteria is that part of the conditions upon which the granting of a 
license/authorization/permit is based. 

Licensing/Authorization/Permitting Obligations is that part of the conditions required to be fulfilled in 
the course of carrying out an activity, act or use of the public good. 

7. Order no. 566, date 15.10.2019 “On updating ministers order no. 72, date 2.3.2017 “On approval 
of active substances in content of PPPs”, changed”1  

In this Order are represented some changes in the list of active substances that are allowed to be used in 
the composition of PPPs. Two additional compounds have been added to the list of active substances 
which are allowed to be used in the composition of PPPs: 1) Florpyrauxifen-benzyl; 2) Bacillus subtilis 
strain. Meanwhile, the following compounds have been removed from the list: 1) Desmedipham; 2) 
Dimethoate; 3) Methiocarb.  

8. DCM no. 1188, date 20.8.2008 “On the approval of rules on import, trade, transport, storage, use 
and disposal of plant protection products”1  

The purpose of this DCM is to describe the legal procedures on the import, trade, transport, storage, use, 
and disposal of PPPs. There have been some slight changes in some of the procedures described in this 
legal act, under DCM no. 462, date 11.7.2012 “On some amendments on the DCM no. 1188, date 
20.8.2008 “Approving the rules on import, trade, transport, storage, use, and disposal of plant protection 
products”. According to DCM no. 462 (Chapter I (3, 4)), there are some change in the naming of the 
procedures import and trade i.e. Import of PPPs has changed to Wholesale trade; Trade of PPPs has 
changed to Retail trade. These changes are also accompanied by changes in the content as follow: 

Chapter II (3): “…The wholesale trading activity of PPPs is exercised only by persons licensed for wholesale 
trading issued under the applicable legislation on permits and licenses, after fulfilling the following 
conditions: 

a. The interested person or the person employed by him/her has to be a graduate in agronomy; 
b. The location of the wholesale warehouse has to be approved under the conditions of point 5 of 

chapter IV, date 20.8.2008 of the Council of Ministers; 
c. Storage conditions has to ensure at all times the health and safety of the staff employed; 
d. Health confirmation by the health authorities that the staff employed is capable to work with 

PPPs…” 
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Chapter III (3): “…The retail trading activity of PPPs is exercised only by persons licensed for retail trading 
issued under the requirements of the applicable legislation on permits and licenses, subject to the 
following conditions: 

a. Interested person or person employed by him / her has to be a graduate in agronomy; 
b. The location of the retail establishment has to be approved under the conditions of point 9 of 

Chapter IV of Decision no. 1188, dated 20.8.2008 of the Council of Ministers; 
c. Trading conditions have to guarantee at all times the health and safety of the staff employed; 
d. Health confirmation by the health authorities that the staff employed is capable to work with 

PPPs…” 

This DCM is accompanied by the relevant terminology as follows: 

Import is the term used for the introduction into the territory of the Republic of Albania of any 
registered plant protection product (PPP). 

Trade is the term used for any activity for the transport, storage, distribution, presentation for sale or 
sale, within the territory of the Republic of Albania, of any registered plant protection product. 

Label is the written graphic content, printed on and/or attached to PPPs directly on the outer packaging 
and on the container or the main box of the PPP. 

Individual Safeguards (MMI) is the term used for the safeguards used in the storage, trading and use of 
PPPs, as set out in Annex 15 to this Decision. 

Professional user is any person authorized to use PPP, classified as "high risk PPP", in accordance with 
the requirements of this Decision. 

9. DCM no. 462, date 11.7.2012 “On some amendments on the DCM no. 1188, date 20.8.2008 
“Approving the rules on import, trade, transport, storage, use, and disposal of plant protection 
products”1  

In addition to the changes described in the DCM no. 1188, in this legal act are also represented some 
changes in the naming of the authorities responsible for the protection of plants, as follows: 

 

 “Regional Directorate of Agriculture, Food and Consumer Protection” (DRBUMK) has changed to 
“National Food Agency” (AKU), except chapters V and VI. 

 “DRBUMK Plant Protection Inspectorate” has changed to “Sector of Plant Protection and Agricultural 
input of AKU”, except chapters V and VI. 

 In chapter V, “DRBUMK Plant Protection Inspectorate” has changed to “Sector of advisory service at 
the Regional Directorate of Agriculture”. 

 In chapter V and VI, “Regional Directorate of Agriculture, Food and Consumer Protection” (DRBUMK) 
has changed to “Regional Directorate of Agriculture” (DRB). 
 

10. DCM no. 532, date 11.9.2018 “On the approval of rules on the trade, transport, and storage of 
plant protection products”1  

The purpose of this DCM is to comply with the legal requirements and to lay down rules and procedures 
for the trade, transport, and storage of registered plant protection products.  
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This DCM is accompanied with the relevant terminology as follows: 

Warehouse is a special facility serving the storage and wholesale distribution of PPPs to retail units. 

Warehousing is the residence time of PPPs in stock. 

Security data document (MSDS) refers to the information to the user or distributor on the risks that the 
plant protection product may cause, as well as its safe handling, storage and disposal. The MSDS is issued 
by the plant protection product and accompanies the PPP from production to retail. 

 

International legislation: 

1. Law no. 8483, date 10.5.1999 “On the accession of the Republic of Albania in the “International 
Convention on Plant Protection”1  

The purpose of this law is to ensure joint and effective actions to prevent the spread and entry of plant 
parasites, and to promote appropriate measures to combat them, the Contracting Parties undertake to 
adopt specified legislative, technical and administrative measures, specified in this Convention and in the 
Supplementary Agreements in accordance with Article XVI of this legal act.  

2. Law no. 10277, date 13.5.2010 “On the accession of the Republic of Albania to the Convention of 
Rotterdam “On the procedure of notification of preliminary approval of some chemicals and 
dangerous plant protection products in the international trade”1  

The objective of this Convention is to promote joint responsibility and mutual efforts between the 
parties to the international trade in certain dangerous chemicals, with a view on protecting human 
health and the environment from potential harm, and contributing to their safe use from an 
environmental point of view, helping to exchange information about their characteristics, anticipating a 
national decision-making process on their import-export and transmitting these decisions to the Parties 
of the Convention.  

 

EU legislation  

DCM no. 201, date 10.4.2019 “On the approval of the National Plan for European Integration 2019-
2021”1  

According to Article 70 of the Agreement on Stabilization and Association, Albania has the obligation to 
approximate its national legislation with the EU acquis.  

The cooperation between the Republic of Albania and the European Union in the field of agriculture and 
in the agro-industrial sector is provided in the Article 96 of the Agreement. The acquis on food safety, 
veterinary and phytosanitary policies reflects the EU's integrated approach to food safety with a view to 
ensuring a high level of food safety, animal health, animal welfare and plant health within the European 
Union through coherent measures and monitoring, ensuring the effective functioning of the internal 
market. The main preconditions for a candidate country in this field are the transposition of EU 
legislation, as well as its implementation by a well-structured and trained administration. 
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The transposition process of EU legislation regarding the phytosanitary policies includes: 

 Approval of the DCM “On the adoption of the phytosanitary quarantine rules” during the third 
quarter of 2020. The Decision will partially approximate the Council Directive 2000/29/EC of 8 May 
2000 on safeguards against the introduction into the Community of harmful organisms to plants or 
plant products and their spread within the Community. The Decision aims to ensure the health of 
plants and plant products from parasites. 

 Approval of the Guidance “On Rules for Recognizing Clean areas” during the second quarter of 
2020. The guidance will partially approximate the Commission Regulation (EC) no. 690/2008 of 4 
July 2008 recognizing protected zones exposed to particular plant health risks in the Community. 

 Approval of the “Guidance on Rules for the Movement of Plants, Plant Products and Other objects 
within and between Clean Areas” during the fourth quarter of 2020. It is a document issued by an 
authorized manufacturer. The Responsible Structure for Plant Protection verifies the fulfillment of 
the conditions and criteria for the issuance of the plant passport by the authorized producers. 

The main administrative structures responsible for phytosanitary policies and for the official control are 
determined by the provisions of Law no. 105/2016 "On Plant Protection". The Ministry of Agriculture and 
Rural Development is the institution that implements the phytosanitary policy. 

Regarding chemicals, the transposition process of the EU legislation includes: 

 Approval of the Law no.27, date 17.3.2016 “On the management of chemicals”; 

 Approval of DCM no. 488, date 29.6.2016 “On the classification, labeling, and packaging of 
chemicals”; 

 Approval of DCM no. 489, date 29.6.2016 “List of High risk substances (SVHC), criteria for the 
inclusion of substances in the SVHC list, and the issuance of a conditional authorization to continue 
using the SVHC”; 

 Approval of DCM no. 665, date 21.9.2016 “On import and export of dangerous chemicals”. 

One of the responsible institutions for the management of chemicals is the Ministry of Tourism and 
Environment. The obligation to approximate the Albanian legislation with the EU legislation in the field 
of Environment derives from Article 108 of the Agreement on Stabilization and Association. 

MTM’s top priorities for 2019, regarding chemicals, were: the ratification of the Minamata Convention 
“On mercury”; establishment of the Office of Chemicals as an obligation of law no. 27/2016 “On the 
management of chemicals”; approximation of the European Union legislation with the national 
legislation and the adoption of bylaws pursuant to Law 27/2016 "On the management of chemicals", 
specifically regarding the rules necessary to prevent and reduce environmental pollution by asbestos; 
the rules prohibiting the export of metallic mercury, certain mercury compounds and mixtures, the safe 
storage of metallic mercury and the specific criteria for the storage of metallic mercury considered as 
waste; building the administrative and technical capacity of the environmental inspectorate to 
implement legislation in this area. 
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II. PROCEDURES 

2.1. Control of parasites: 

Cultivation, production, multiplication, storage, processing and marketing of plants infected with 
quarantine parasites are prohibited by law no. 105/2016, date 27.10.2016 “On the protection of plants” 
(Article 7(6)). 

All physical and legal persons who cultivate, produce, process, store and trade plants and plant products 
are obliged to take precautions against parasites and to prevent their multiplication and spread based on 
the good practices for the plant protection (Article 7(1a), law no.105/2016, date 27.10.2016 “On the 
protection of plants”). They are also obliged to monitor vegetation, soil, and plant products for the 
emergence of parasites and to control them in accordance with good plant protection practices (Article 
7(1b)).  

The rules and practices on plant protection, as well as the drafting of good plant protection practices and 
integrated protection criteria are drafted by the Department for the Protection of Plants (DPP) and 
approved by the order of the Minister, on the proposal of the Responsible Structure for the Protection of 
Plants (RSPP) (Article 7(7), law no. 105/2016, date 27.10.2016 “On the protection of plants”).  

Every plant or plant product capable of carrying quarantine or dangerous parasites moving within the 
territory of the country shall be subject to phytosanitary control and be provided with an “Internal 
Phytosanitary Certificate” issued by the Department of Plants Defense near Regional Directorates of 
Agriculture (RDA), or “Plant Passport” issued by authorized manufacturers. The conditions and criteria 
for the authorization of the producers of plant and plant products shall be determined by the Minister’s 
instruction (Article 7(2), law no. 105/2016, date 27.10.2016 “On the protection of plants”). 

The Phytosanitary Certificate it is needed also for plants or plant products that are exported or that enter 
the territory of the country for re-export purposes and stay in the country for more than 14 days (Article 
7(3, 4), law no. 105/2016, date 27.10.2016 “On the protection of plants”). 

In emergency cases of massive spread and multiplication of parasites that can’t be controlled with the 
conventional control methods, special measures and mobilization of state and private institution which 
have the human and material capacities shall be taken by order of the Minister (Article 8(1), law no. 
105/2016, date 27.10.2016 “On the protection of plants”). The rules for the special measures and 
treatments for the control of parasites in these emergency cases shall be taken by Instruction of the 
Minister (Article 8(2)). 

Small quantities of plants, plant products, for self-consumption or personal use, for non-industrial, 
agricultural or commercial use, may circulate in the country even when they are not accompanied by a 
"Phytosanitary Certificate" or "Plant Passport" provided. They do not pose a risk of spreading harmful 
organisms (Article 7(5), law no. 105/2016, date 27.10.2016 “On the protection of plants”). 
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The monitoring of phytosanitary conditions in plants and plant products and the issuance of the 
Phytosanitary Certificate now is carried out by the Regional Agencies for Veterinary Services and Plant 
Protection according to the Point 5 in the DCM no. 146, date 13.3.2018 “On the establishment, 
organization and functioning of regional agencies for veterinary services and plant protection” but this 
change is not reflected yet in the Article 7, law no. 105/2016, date 27.10.2016 “On the protection of 
plants”. 

2.2. Registration of plant protection products (PPPs): 

According to the law no. 105/2016, date 27.10.2016 “On the protection of plants” (Article 19(1)), it is 
obligatory that all the Plant Protection Products (PPP) that are traded or used within the territory of the 
Republic of Albania have to be registered but only the PPPs registered in one of the European Union 
countries are allowed to be registered (Article 19(2)). 

The “Responsible Structure for the Protection of Plants” (RSPP) is the responsible authority within the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development for the registration of PPPs (Article 19 (3), law no. 
105/2016, date 27.10.2016 “On the protection of plants”). The registration of the PPPs is carried out by 
the PPPs Registration Commission which is a permanent, collegial technical body that operates 
periodically in the registration process of PPPs. The commission is compound by 5 members: Deputy 
Minister (head of commission), two representatives from the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, one representative from the National Food Authority (AKU), and one representative from 
the Food Safety and Veterinary Institute (ISUV). The secretary of this Commission is the specialist 
covering the PPPs at the Responsible Structure for the Protection of Plants (Chapter II in the DCM no. 
355, date 6.6.2018 “On the approval of rules on the registration procedure and evaluation criteria of 
plant protection products”). All the members of the PPPs Registration Commission have to declare in 
advance their relationship, if any, with the PPP trading entities (Chapter II (4)). 

The registration of PPPs is carried out based on some specific criteria. The criteria for the registration of 
PPPs is included in the Chapter III in the DCM no. 355, date 6.6.2018 “On the approval of rules on the 
registration procedure and evaluation criteria of plant protection products” and it is related to: the 
active substance in the composition of the PPPs – which should be approved by the Minister; the 
effectiveness of the PPPs; dangerous effects of the PPP on plants or plant products where it has been 
used; direct, or in-direct impacts in human, animal and environmental health; and other issues related to 
packing, labeling, fulfillment of the standards set by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), etc. 

The application to register the PPPs includes a letter of request from the applicant, technical data on the 
PPP, proof that the PPP is registered in one of the EU countries, as well as the security data 
documentation (Chapter IV (1), DCM no. 355, date 6.6.2018 “On the approval of rules on the registration 
procedure and evaluation criteria of plant protection products”). 

Within 20 days from the date of application, the applicant is notified by the secretary of the PPPs 
Registration Commission whether or not the application is approved depending on the fulfillment of all 
the requirements. In case all the requirements are fulfilled, all the documents go to ISUV which reviews 
the documentation within 25 days and sends a written response to the Responsible Structure for the 
Protection of Plants (Chapter V, DCM no. 355, date 6.6.2018 “On the approval of rules on the registration 
procedure and evaluation criteria of plant protection products”). 
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The list of the registered PPPs is published in the official webpage of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development2 (Chapter II (7), DCM no. 355, date 6.6.2018 “On the approval of rules on the registration 
procedure and evaluation criteria of plant protection products”). 

The rules on registration, the procedure and the criteria for the evaluation of PPPs are determined by 
decision of the Council of Ministers, on the proposal of the Minister (Article 19(4), law no. 105/2016, 
date 27.10.2016 “On the protection of plants”). The approval of the active substances, other 
constituents of the plant protection products, the technical data in the register for the registration of 
PPPs, as well as their updating, in accordance with EU legislation, is ordered by the Minister (Article 19 
(5)).  

2.3. Licensing: 

Production and/or trading license for the PPPs is included in the second category, Appendix I in the law 
no. 37/2016 “On some amendments and changes in law no. 10081, date 23.2.2009 “On licenses, 
authorization and permits in the Republic of Albania”, as amended. This information is given also as a 
reference in Article 20(3) in the law no. 105/2016, date 27.10.2016 “On the protection of plants” but it is 
unclear and not very precise. 

Any normative initiative in the field of licensing / authorization / permitting under Article 4 in the law no. 
10081, date 23.2.2009 “On licenses, authorization and permits in the Republic of Albania”, as amended 
shall be publicly announced in the National Register of Licenses and Permits, on its official website and 
by other appropriate means, at least 30 days prior to its final review by the approving body. In the case 
of draft laws for which the initiative is exercised by the Council of Ministers, the announcement shall be 
made 30 days prior to submission to the Council of Ministers for review and approval by the responsible 
Ministry and the minister”. 

Applications for licenses / authorizations / permits or their subcategories are submitted to the National 
Licensing Center (NLC). The application consists on the submission of a completed application form and 
the accompanying documents (Article 17 (1, 2), law no. 10081, date 23.2.2009 “On licenses, 
authorization and permits in the Republic of Albania”, as amended. 

The NLC may not request the submission of documents or other unforeseen information on the form. 
The completed documents, for each submitted application, shall be published by the NLC in the register 
within the next business day following the day of the submission of the application (Article 17(4, 5), law 
no. 10081, date 23.2.2009 “On licenses, authorization and permits in the Republic of Albania”.  

After submitting the application, the next step in the licensing procedure is the evaluation of the 
applications from the NLC. The evaluation process is divided into three different stages according to the 
three different groups to be evaluated. The division of these groups is based on the criteria that each 
group must meet in order to be licensed (Article 16, law no. 10081, date 23.2.2009 “On licenses, 
authorization and permits in the Republic of Albania”, as amended). 

 

                                                           
2 https://bujqesia.gov.al/publikime/ 

https://bujqesia.gov.al/publikime/
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The evaluation of the first group is done within two business days from the day of application. The 
assessment of meeting the criteria for this group is based solely on the applicant's own statements 
(Article 18, law no. 10081, date 23.2.2009 “On licenses, authorization and permits in the Republic of 
Albania”, as amended). 

The evaluation of the second group is done within four business days from the day of application. The 
assessment of meeting the criteria for this group, except the applicant's own statements is based, is base 
also on the supporting documents submitted by the applicant (Article 19, law no. 10081, date 23.2.2009 
“On licenses, authorization and permits in the Republic of Albania”, as amended). 

The evaluation of the third group is done within 4 business days from the day of application. In addition 
to those criteria provided for the first and second groups, the assessment of meeting the criteria is based 
on the performance of an inspection, testing, competition, interview, hearing or other assessment 
method (Article 20, law no. 10081, date 23.2.2009 “On licenses, authorization and permits in the 
Republic of Albania”, as amended). 

The application is rejected by National Licensing Center if not all the probative documents have been 
submitted, they have not been submitted in the required form, or they contain unauthorized corrections 
or deletions, according to the relevant provisions, or when their content does not appear clearly or is 
unreadable, no service charge payment has been made, the applicant does not meet the relevant 
licensing criteria (Article 18, 19 (4), article 20 (2), law no. 10081, date 23.2.2009 “On licenses, 
authorization and permits in the Republic of Albania”, as amended). 

The decision on approval or rejection of the application is done according to the form specified and 
notified in accordance with the procedures referred to in the Article 34 of the law no. 10081, date 
23.2.2009 “On licenses, authorization, permits in the Republic of Albania”, as amended. According to this 
article, any decision of the National Licensing Center is notified by publication in the register. 

2.4. Import of plant protection products: 

According to DCM no. 462, date 11.7.2012 “On some amendments on the DCM no. 1188, date 20.8.2008 
“On the approval of the rules on import, trade, transport, storage, use and disposal of the plant 
protection products” (Point 3(a)), the title “Import of plant protection products” is replaced by 
“Wholesale trade of plant protection products”. While the title “Trade of plant protection products” is 
replaced by “Retail trade of plant protection products”. 

2.4.1. Wholesale and retail trade of plant protection products: 

In the Republic of Albania it is permitted the wholesale and retail trade of the Plant Protection Products. 
Wholesale and retail trade of PPPs is done by physicals persons, graduated in the field of agronomy, or 
by legal entities, who must hire one or more persons, responsible technicians, who are graduated in this 
field (Article 20, law no. 105/2016, date 27.10.2016 “On the protection of plants”). 

Wholesale and retail trade of “Dangerous PPPs” or “High risk PPPs” is carried out under a license issued 
under the requirements of the legislation, pursuant to law no. 10081, date 23.2.2009 “On licenses, 
authorization and permits in the Republic of Albania”, as amended. 
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The wholesale and retail trade license for the PPPs should be placed in a prominent place in the trading 
unit (Chapter II (2) & chapter III (2), DCM no. 532, date 11.9.2018 “On the approval of rules on trade, 
transport, and storage of plant protection products”). 

Every person licensed for the wholesale trade of PPPs that are classified as “Dangerous PPPs” or “High 
risk PPPs” is obliged to compile an annual report and submit it to the National Food Agency (AKU) no 
later than February of the following year, on the quantity and quality of each imported and marketed 
PPP during the preceding calendar year; and also is obliged to notify the National Food Agency, by self-
declaration, of any harmful effects on the user, environment or ecosystem, humans or animals, observed 
during the use, exposure, distribution and discharge of any imported and marketed PPPs (Chapter II (3), 
DCM no. 532, date 11.9.2018 “On the approval of rules on trade, transport, and storage of plant 
protection products”). 

Every person licensed for the retail trade of PPPs that are classified as “Dangerous PPPs” or “High risk 
PPPs” is obliged to compile an annual report and submit it to AKU no later than January of each year, on 
the quantity and quality of each PPP that has been placed on the market during the preceding calendar 
year (Chapter III (5), DCM no. 532, date 11.9.2018 “On the approval of rules on trade, transport, and 
storage of plant protection products”). 

According to Chapter III (6), DCM no. 532, date 11.9.2018 “On the approval of rules on trade, transport, 
and storage of plant protection products”, the sale of the "Dangerous PPPs” or "High risk PPPs” is based 
on the prescription issued by a graduate agronomist. 

Inspection of PPPs on the market, regarding the fulfillment of legal requirements for trading, is carried 
out on the basis of the annual risk-based inspection plan approved by the Minister. The quality control of 
marketed PPPs is carried out on the basis of the annual sampling and analysis plan approved by the 
Minister (Chapter 2 (7), DCM no. 532, date 11.9.2018 “On the approval of rules on trade, transport, and 
storage of plant protection products”). 

2.5. Transport of plant protection products: 

It is strictly forbidden the transport of PPPs together with food for humans and animals and by means of 
transport which are used for the transportation of humans and animals (Chapter IV (3), DCM no. 532, 
date 11.9.2018 “On the approval of rules on trade, transport, and storage of plant protection products”). 

When, during transport, the packaging is damaged and the PPP is spilled, the vehicle must stop and the 
driver must take measures to stop the leakage and avoid damage / pollution to the surrounding 
environment. Soil, sawdust or lime are used to absorb and deactivate liquids, carefully wiped and stored 
in a separate container. Disposal is done in accordance with the legislation on integrated waste 
management. In the event of accidental damage to the packaging MMI (at least gloves) should be used 
(Chapter IV (5), DCM no. 532, date 11.9.2018 “On the approval of rules on trade, transport and storage 
of plant protection products”). 

The transport of the PPPs is carried out only in their original packaging. Heavier packages and / or those 
containing liquid PPPs should be placed in the bottom layers of the load. The PPP, during transport, must 
be accompanied by the relevant MSDS, also in Albanian language (Chapter IV (4, 7, 8), DCM no. 532, date 
11.9.2018 “On the approval of rules on trade, transport and storage of plant protection products”). 
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The transport of the PPPs classified as "Dangerous PPP" and "High risk PPP" is carried out according to 
the Albanian legislation in force for the transport of goods and dangerous substances (Chapter IV (1), 
DCM no. 532, date 11.9.2018 “On the approval of rules on trade, transport and storage of plant 
protection products”).  

The means of transport for “Poisonous” and “Highly poisonous” PPPs must meet the technical 
requirements, such as: to have their distinctive marks; the interior of the vehicle must be clean and free 
of tools that may damage the PPPs packaging; the vehicle cover must be unharmed and impenetrable to 
water and sunlight; the vehicles must be equipped with fire extinguishers, specific MMIs (gloves, clothes, 
masks, glasses, shoes or boots), materials that neutralize damage-induced PPPs; etc (Chapter IV (2), DCM 
no 532, date 11.9.2018 “On the approval of rules on trade, transport and storage of plant protection 
products”). 

2.6. Storage of plant protection products: 

According to DCM no. 532, date 11.9.2018 “On the approval of rules on trade, transport, and storage of 
plant protection products” (Chapter V (1)), the PPPs must be stored in warehouses, in case of wholesale 
trade, and in retail trade premises. 

Warehouses are constructed or adapted in such a way as to guarantee the preservation of the 
physicochemical properties of the plant protection products within the expiration date and to ensure a 
level of ambient temperature, as required by the PPP label for their storage. For this purpose, the 
warehouses must be equipped with ventilation systems (Chapter V (2), DCM no. 532, date 11.9.2018 “On 
the approval of rules on trade, transport and storage of plant protection products”). 

The approval to guarantee the functioning of the wholesale trade warehouses of PPPs is given within 10 
days from: the Inspectorate of Health, in compliance with public health legislation; the Inspectorate of 
the Environment, pursuant to Law no. 10448, date 14.7.2011, "On Environmental Permits", as amended; 
the Fire Protection and Rescue Service (MZSH), pursuant to Law no. 152/2015, "On Fire Protection and 
Rescue Service" (Chapter V (3), DCM no. 532, date 11.9.2018 “On the approval of rules on trade, 
transport and storage of plant protection products”). 

There are some criteria that PPPs must meet in order to be stored in warehouses. These criteria are 
listed in Chapter V (4), DCM no. 532, date 11.9.2018 “On the approval of rules on trade, transport and 
storage of plant protection products”. 

PPPs retail units must be constructed or adapted in such a way as to guarantee the preservation of their 
physicochemical properties, to provide a level of ambient temperature, as required by the PPP label for 
their storage (Chapter V (5), DCM no. 532, date 11.9.2018 “On the approval of rules on trade, transport, 
and storage of plant protection products”).  

When, during storage of PPPs in warehouses or retail outlets, damage to packaging and PPP leakage 
occurs, they are removed immediately from the warehouse and retail outlet and disposed of in 
accordance with applicable rules (Chapter V (6), DCM no. 532, date 11.9.2018 “On the approval of rules 
on trade, transport, and storage of plant protection products”). 
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If the PPPs, within the damaged packaging, are in good condition, they are placed in original labeled 
packaging in the presence of the National Food Agency. This action is accompanied by keeping a record, 
in duplicate, to avoid the abuses that may occur with the re-packaging of PPPs in these premises 
(Chapter V (7), DCM no. 532, date 11.9.2018 “On the approval of rules on trade, transport, and storage 
of plant protection products”). 

End-users store PPPs in special environments, such as: safes, rooms, warehouses secured by 
unauthorized openings, in original packaging, away from children, in dry conditions, away from fire, 
protected from direct sunlight. , as well as complying with all special instructions provided on the label 
(Chapter V (8), DCM no. 532, date 11.9.2018 “On the approval of rules on trade, transport, and storage 
of plant protection products”). 

National Food Agency informs by writing: The responsible Directorate for statistics at the ministry and 
the Responsible Structure for Plant Protection (SPMB), within March of each year, for the amount of 
each PPP that was imported and traded during the previous calendar year, according to appendices no. 4 
and no. 5, which are attached to this decision; the SPMB, for specific problems related to the control of 
plant protection products; the SPMB, for any adverse effect on the user, environment or ecosystem, 
humans or animals, observed during use, exposure, proliferation, discharge to any imported and 
marketed PPP based on the self-declaration under letter "b ", of point 3 of Chapter II of this decision 
(Chapter V (9), DCM no. 532, date 11.9.2018 “On the approval of rules on trade, transport, and storage 
of plant protection products”). 

2.7. Quality control of plant protection products: 

According to Chapter X (1), DCM no. 532, date 11.9.2018 “On the approval of rules on trade, transport, 
and storage of plant protection products”, the quality control of the PPPs that are imported is carried out 
by the quarantine inspectors in every border point. While, the quality control of the PPPs that are 
already in the market is carried out by the Plant Protection inspectors, at National Food Agency, 
whenever they see it convenient. 

The quality analyses of PPPs are carried out by the Food Safety and Veterinary Institute (ISUV). The 
results of these analyses are notified by writing by ISUV to the chief inspector for the protection of 
plants, the import, or the owner of the PPPS analyzed (Chapter X (2, 3), DCM no. 532, date 11.9.2018 
“On the approval of rules on trade, transport, and storage of plant protection products”). 

The sample for analysis is taken in presence of the owner of the PPPs. The sample size taken by the 
inspector for the quality control of the plant protection products must be up to 1 kg, depending on the 
size of the packaging and the purpose of the analysis. The samples are taken in at least 4 original 
packages or in a larger number when the packing size is less than 0.250 kg or liters. In the case of liquids, 
before sampling, the container is shaken several times to homogenize the contents. The containers from 
which the samples are taken are stamped with a distinctive mark of the sample recipient and provided 
with a small card indicating the quantity taken (Chapter X (4, 5), DCM no. 532, date 11.9.2018 “On the 
approval of rules on trade, transport, and storage of plant protection products”). 

The inspector, after sampling, compiles an accompanying report. A copy of the report is left to the holder 
of the PPP (Chapter X (7), DCM no. 532, date 11.9.2018 “On the approval of rules on trade, transport, 
and storage of plant protection products”). 
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Foods originated by plants or animals, stored foods, processed foods, and various juices and beverages 
shall not contain residues of active substances of PPPs used in plant protection, in an amount greater 
than 0.01 milligrams of active substance per kilogram of the product analyzed (Chapter X (12), DCM no. 
532, date 11.9.2018 “On the approval of rules on trade, transport, and storage of plant protection 
products”). 

The maximum level of the residues of active substances of PPPs is based on the EU legislation, the 
conditions of the country, within the limits set by EU (Chapter X (13), DCM no. 532, date 11.9.2018 “On 
the approval of rules on trade, transport, and storage of plant protection products”). 

2.8. Sustainable use of plant protection products: 

According to chapter III (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6), DCM no. 317, date 15.5.2009 “On the approval of rules for the 
sustainable use of plant protection products and the qualification criteria for the users”, only the persons 
more than 18 years old have the right to use the PPPs, excluding pregnant women. These persons must 
be equipped with a proof of ability which is provided in public and private institutions after completing a 
30 hours theory and 10 hours practice course. At the end of this course, an exam is conducted by the 
commission, which assesses the knowledge of the person seeking the proof of ability. Proof of ability is 
signed by the representative of the Regional Agency of Veterinary Service and Plant Protection and the 
representative of the institution where the course is held. 

Proof of ability has no expiration date and it is accompanied by a health certificate issued every 2 years. 
Proof of ability shall be recorded in a separate register administered by the Regional Agency of 
Veterinary Services and Plant Protection (Chapter III (7), DCM no. 317, date 15.5.2009 “On the approval 
of rules for the sustainable use of plant protection products and the qualification criteria for the users”). 

The person seeking to qualify as a professional user must attend a course of instruction in public or 
private institutions, approved under the legislation on vocational education and training. The course 
should consist of 40 hours of theory and 20 hours of practice. The PPPs registered for use must be in the 
course content. At the end of the course, an exam is conducted by the commission, which assesses the 
knowledge of the person seeking proof of ability. Proof of ability is signed by the representative of the 
Regional Agency of Veterinary Service and Plant Protection and the representative of the institution 
where the course is held. Proof of ability is valid for a period of 6 years and is accompanied by a health 
certificate issued every 2 years. Proof of ability may be renewed if requested by its holder and provided 
proof of health (Chapter III (9, 10, 12), DCM no. 317, date 15.5.2009 “On the approval of rules for the 
sustainable use of plant protection products and the qualification criteria for the users”). 

Equipment for the application of PPPs for professional use are subject to technical controls at regular 
intervals, according to law no. 10489, date 15.12.2011, "On the trading and supervision of the market of 
non-food products", and Law no. 32/2016, "On ensuring the safety of work of pressure equipment and 
installations". Technical inspection of equipment is carried out every three years (Chapter IV (1), DCM 
no. 317, date 15.5.2009 “On the approval of rules for the sustainable use of plant protection products 
and the qualification criteria for the users”). 

Equipment for the application of PPPs must have been checked at least once within 2020. After this 
period, only equipment for application of PPPs that have successfully passed the control should be in 
professional use (Chapter IV (2), DCM no. 317, date 15.5.2009 “On the approval of rules for the 
sustainable use of plant protection products and the qualification criteria for the users”). 
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Different deadlines and control intervals apply to non-spraying PPPs application equipment, to the PPPs 
manual application equipment or to backpack sprayers, and to other PPPs application equipment which 
represents a very low level of use (Chapter IV (3a), DCM no. 317, date 15.5.2009 “On the approval of 
rules for the sustainable use of plant protection products and the qualification criteria for the users”). 

The certification of equipment for the application of PPPs is performed by the Regional Agency of 
Veterinary Service and Plant Protection. Such certification systems are established to permit the 
verification of controls and the recognition of certificates granted in other countries, even when the 
period since the last control carried out in another country is equal or shorter than the period of control 
interval applicable in its territory (Chapter IV (6), DCM no. 317, date 15.5.2009 “On the approval of rules 
for the sustainable use of plant protection products and the qualification criteria for the users”). 

In the territory where treatment with high-risk PPPs and / or dangerous PPPs is carried out, the passage, 
grazing and taking of food for humans and livestock is prohibited. Warning signs, 50 x 30 cm in size, are 
displayed in these areas, accompanied by the note "Caution, risk of poisoning!". These tables and 
marking shall be resistant to weather conditions, at least for a period of 20 days from the moment of 
their installation (Chapter V (1, 2), DCM no. 317, date 15.5.2009 “On the approval of rules for the 
sustainable use of plant protection products and the qualification criteria for the users”). 

According to DCM no. 317, date 15.5.2009 “On the approval of rules for the sustainable use of plant 
protection products and the qualification criteria for the users”, there are some specific practices 
regarding the use of PPPs which are prohibited within the territory of the Republic of Albania such as: 
use of aircraft for treatment with PPPs (Chapter V (3a)); use of herbicides on or along national roads, 
railways, riverbeds and lakes, highly permeable surfaces, near water surfaces or groundwater, in public 
parks, in forests and, in general, in agricultural areas not designated for the cultivation of the agricultural 
plants (Chapter V (3b)); use of dangerous PPPs and / or high risk PPPs in residential centers, in areas used 
by the general public or vulnerable groups, such as: public parks and gardens, playgrounds and 
recreational areas, school grounds, and playgrounds for children and in the vicinity of health care 
facilities as well as in protected areas (Chapter V (3c)); preparation of sprinkler solution near springs, 
water wells, reservoirs, running water, pits, canals, and their spilling and washing of working tools 
therein (Chapter V (3ç)); use of poisonous and highly poisonous plant protection products for bees, as 
well as pollinating insects in greenhouses (Chapter V (3d)); plant material disinfected with PPPs, to be 
used as food for humans, animals and birds, even if it is processed, washed or cleaned, except where the 
label indicates that such use is permitted. Disinfected planting material is stored in separate places away 
from children and animals (Chapter V (3dh)). 

To protect beneficial insects and their pollinating activity, the use of plant protection products in 
flowering plants is prohibited, whether cultivated or spontaneous. Treatments with plant protection 
products can be carried out up to three days before flowering, as well as after the petals fall, by 
proceeding with the cutting of spontaneous flowering plants found under or near the crops to be treated 
(Chapter V (7), DCM no. 317, date 15.5.2009 “On the approval of rules for the sustainable use of plant 
protection products and the qualification criteria for the users”).  

 The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development publishes the list of toxicities of PPPs to pollinating 
insects, especially to bees and makes it known on its official website (Chapter V (9), DCM no. 317, date 
15.5.2009 “On the approval of rules for the sustainable use of plant protection products and the 
qualification criteria for the users”).  
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During the working process, the plant protection products and their packaging, as well as the spraying 
solution should not be left out of the user's control for a moment. At the end of the day's work, the 
residual PPPs and their packaging are returned to storage, and the remaining spraying solution, after 
diluting over 5 times, is rinsed at the site where the solution is prepared and deeply inverted in 20 cm 
depth (Chapter V (6), DCM no. 317, date 15.5.2009 “On the approval of rules for the sustainable use of 
plant protection products and the qualification criteria for the users”).  

To increase the level of safety related to plant residues in plant and plant products, the traceability 
system should identify the latest treatment with the plant protection products before harvest. The 
manufacturer must declare to the regional extension agency, as well as to the plant products and plant 
collection center, the date of the last pre-harvest treatment and the name of the plant protection 
product used. The Regional Agricultural Extension Agency advises and pursues plant and plant products 
producers on the safe and efficient use of plant protection products (Chapter V (10), DCM no. 317, date 
15.5.2009 “On the approval of rules for the sustainable use of plant protection products and the 
qualification criteria for the users”). 

2.9. Disposal of plant protection products: 

In the group of PPPs, packaging and other materials destined for disposal are included: PPPs that are 
unusable due to expiration or for other reasons; PPPs that have leaked during storage and transport, and 
materials used for their absorption and deactivation; empty containers such as tank, bottles, boxes, 
bags, etc; contaminated items during work such as protective equipments, cleaning agents, different 
containers, etc, which can no longer be used (Chapter VIII (1), DCM no. 1188, date 20.8.2008 “On the 
approval of rules on import, trade, transport, storage, use and disposal of plant protection products”). 

Importers of unusable PPPs, due to their expiration or for other reasons, are obliged to remove them 
from the territory of the Republic of Albania or to incinerate them in accordance with the legislation in 
force (Chapter VIII (2), DCM no. 1188, date 20.8.2008 “On the approval of rules on import, trade, 
transport, storage, use and disposal of plant protection products”). 

Incineration of PPPs within the territory of the Republic of Albania is done by specialized entities for this 
purpose, after being verified and authorized by the relevant structures of the Ministry of Tourism and 
Environment (Chapter VIII (3), DCM no. 1188, date 20.8.2008 “On the approval of rules on import, trade, 
transport, storage, use and disposal of plant protection products”). 

PPPs that have leaked during storage and transport, and materials used for their absorption and 
deactivation; empty containers such as tank, bottles, boxes, bags, etc; contaminated items during work 
such as protective equipments, cleaning agents, etc; are destroyed. There are two main legal methods to 
destroy the PPPs: Incineration and Landfill. Incineration is carried out in ventilated places, away from 
people, animals, housing or crops. Unburnable packaging is washed, broken, crushed and buried 
(Chapter VIII (4), DCM no. 1188, date 20.8.2008 “On the approval of rules on import, trade, transport, 
storage, use and disposal of plant protection products”). 

The landfill sites of the plant protection products and other materials mentioned above are designated 
by the Plant Protection Inspector and the Inspector of Environment. The landfill sites are kept 
surrounded by fences where warning signs are placed (Chapter VIII (6, 8), DCM no. 1188, date 20.8.2008 
“On the approval of rules on import, trade, transport, storage, use and disposal of plant protection 
products”). 
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Landfilling is carried out in waterproof, non-flooded lands, away from running water and water basins, 
away from residential centers, as well as buildings where animals are kept. The pit is made in a cup 
shape, up to 3 m in diameter and 1-1.5 m deep, and is covered with a clay layer of 5-10 cm, and with 
lime 2-3 cm. The waste is laid in 10-15 cm layers, mixing with lime. The pit is filled with debris up to 50 
cm below its upper level, and the rest is covered with soil or clay and lime mix, and planted with bushes 
to avoid erosion (Chapter VIII (7), DCM no. 1188, date 20.8.2008 “On the approval of rules on import, 
trade, transport, storage, use and disposal of plant protection products”). 

2.10. Recycling of plant protection products: 

The users of PPPs return the packages of used PPPs to the retail outlets where they were supplied, being 
refunded with 10% of the value held in the invoice (Chapter IX (3), DCM no. 1188, date 20.8.2008 “On 
the approval of rules on import, trade, transport, storage, use and disposal of plant protection 
products”). 

PPPs retailers collect empty packages in a separate room, delivering them to the wholesale premises, 
where they are supplied, at the end of each month, and are also reimbursed 10 % of the values held in 
the invoice. The empty packages are stored in a separate room in the premises of the PPPs Wholesale 
trade (Chapter IX (4, 5), DCM no. 1188, date 20.8.2008 “On the approval of rules on import, trade, 
transport, storage, use and disposal of plant protection products”). 

Every quarter, the Plant Protection Inspectorate, at National Food Agency, where the PPPs trade units 
operate, reconciles the dispersed packages with those collected (Chapter IX (6), DCM no. 1188, date 
20.8.2008 “On the approval of rules on import, trade, transport, storage, use and disposal of plant 
protection products”). 

According to Chapter IX (7), DCM no. 1188, date 20.8.2008 “On the approval of rules on import, trade, 
transport, storage, use and disposal of plant protection products”, the undamaged empty packages 
collected at the Wholesale units are reused in the new PPPs confection. The damaged empty packages 
are is treated as poisonous and harmful waste and disposed in accordance with Chapter VIII (4), DCM no. 
1188, date 20.8.2008 “On the approval of rules on import, trade, transport, storage, use and disposal of 
plant protection products”. 

III. SUMMARY ANALYSIS OF THE PROCEDURES FOR USE, STORAGE AND TREATMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

CHEMICALS 

 

The Albanian legislation provides a complete regulation on procedures such as: Control of parasites, 
Registration of plant protection products, Licensing of PPPs, Trade of PPPs, Transport of PPPs, Storage of 
PPPs, Quality control of PPPs, Sustainable use of PPPs, Disposal of PPPs and Recycling of PPPs. 
Furthermore, there has been undertaken some initiative on aligning the Albanian legislation regarding 
the phytosanitary services and chemicals management with the EU legislation, although there is still 
much to be done in this regard. 
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The responsible authority for the protection of plants in the Republic of Albania is the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Development, and its subordinate institutions:  

 The Responsible Structure for Plant Protection; 
 National Food Agency; 
 Regional Agencies for Veterinary Services and Plant Protection; 
 Food Safety and Veterinary Institute (ISUV); 
 Plant Protection Department. 

Every plant protection product has to be registered in one of the EU countries in order to be registered 
and used within the territory of the Republic of Albania. There are some specific rules regarding the 
registration, licensing, trade, storage and transport of PPPs (described above). List of the registered PPPs 
is published in the official webpage of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development and is available 
information for the public. 

Every plant protection product in the market is subject to quality control which is carried out by the 
National Food Agency (AKU). The quality control of the plant protection products that are imported is 
carried out by the quarantine inspector in every border point. The quality control analyzes are carried 
out by the Food Safety and Veterinary Institute (ISUV).  

PPPs which are unusable due to expiration or other reasons, and those which have leaked during storage 
and transport are destined for disposal. The methods for the disposal of the PPPs include: Incineration 
and landfill. 

 The packages of the used PPPs are returned to the retail units and are refunded with 10% of the value in 
the invoice. The undamaged empty packages are reused in the new PPPs confection. While, the 
damaged empty packages are treated as poisonous and harmful and are destroyed. 

Regarding the use of plant protection products, there are some good regulations which indicate and 
ensure a sustainable use of PPPs. It is important to emphasize here the criteria for being a user / 
professional user of PPPs. According to the Albanian legislation, in order to be a user of PPPs you have to 
be above the age of 18 years old and to be equipped with a proof of ability which is provided by public 
and / or private institutions after attending a course of 30 hours theory and 10 hours practice. The proof 
of ability doesn’t have an expiration date. The same criteria is also for being a professional user of PPPs, 
except a few changes regarding the duration of the course (40 hours of theory and 20 hours of practice) 
and the expiration date of the proof of ability (the proof of ability for being a professional user expires 
after 6 years). These criteria are important to make people more aware on the sustainable and 
responsible use of the plant protection products. Nevertheless, most of the users of PPPs in Albania do 
not meet these criteria, especially those who are not professional users. Starting with the fact that 
everyone, regardless of age, can buy plant protection products in any of the trading points.  
Furthermore, the users of PPPs most of the cases are not equipped with a proof of ability and they don’t 
even have the information on the criteria they have to meet in order to use plant protection products. In 
cases of personal use of plant protection products, people are instructed on the use of the PPPs by the 
person, who sells them and who is a graduate in agronomy. This case indicates a good legislation in force 
but poor law enforcement which might be the case for many other aspects of the Albanian legislation 
related to the use, storage, control, and treatment of plant protection products within the territory of 
the Republic of Albania. 
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IV. CONCLUSIONS 

On paper, it seems that the Albanian legislation is complete and addresses all the main issues related to 
use, storage, control and treatment of plant protection products. It is also partially influenced by EU 
legislation and in accordance with International Conventions such as International Convention on Plant 
Protection & Convention of Rotterdam. Meanwhile, in practice, it appears to be poor law enforcement. 

It is important to highlight that in order for a plant protection product to be registered in the Republic of 
Albania, it has to be registered in at least one of the EU countries, setting thus European standards 
regarding the list of PPPs which are allowed to be used within the territory of the Republic of Albania. 
Despite this, there have been cases of trading and use of the PPPs that are banned, emphasizing once 
again the poor law enforcement. 

Regarding the human, animal, and environmental health, there are some mechanisms that regulate the 
impacts of PPPs, mentioning here the mechanisms on disposal and recycling of the plant protection 
products as well as regulating mechanisms on transport and storage of PPPs. 

In terms of biodiversity, there is no specific mechanism that regulates the impacts of PPPs on specific 
species or groups, besides the impacts of PPPs on pollinating insects. Probably, it is thought as the only 
directly affected group by the use of pesticides. 

V. RECOMMENDATIONS 

There are two main issues arising regarding law enforcement on the sustainable use of plant protection 
products within the territory of the Republic of Albania: 

1. Lack of information from the public regarding the rules on the use of plant protection products and 
on the consequences from the misuse of PPPs; 

2. Lack of control at retail trading points of PPPs. 

In terms of alleviating these issues it is much needed to inform the public through media and other 
means of information, on the existing legislation regarding the rules on the use of plant protection 
products, professionally or not, adding here also the information regarding the consequences from the 
misuse of PPPs on human, animal, and environmental health.  

The rules for being a user of PPPs as well as the information regarding the impacts from the misuse of 
PPPs should be represented in a billboard which should be placed in a prominent place in the premises 
of the trading points of PPPs. 

The responsible authority for the law enforcement regarding trade of PPPs must carry out periodic 
inspections at retail trading points of PPPs, in order to control the fulfillment of the criteria on the sale of 
PPPs, and to whom they are sold (fulfillment of the age criterion).  

It is important that all the retail and wholesale trading points of PPPs are obliged by to compile an annual 
report on the quantity and quality of the PPPs that are classified as “Dangerous” or “High risk” PPPs and 
submit it to the National Food Agency. It would have been good if the retail trading points would compile 
an annual report also on the quality and quantity of the PPPs, which are not classified as “Dangerous” or 
“High risk” PPPs, and submit it to the National Food Agency. These reports should be available to public. 
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It would help also the imposition of penalties, such as fines, towards all persons who use plant 
protection products without being equipped with proof of ability. 

These measures are important in terms of law enforcement and in terms of minimizing the impact of 
plant protection products on human, animal and environmental health. 

 

CHAPTER II – GAP ANALYSIS OF THE PUBLICALLY AVAILABLE INFORMATION ON THE USE OF 
AGRICULTURE CHEMICALS THAT COULD BE POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS FOR VULTURES AND OTHER 
BIRDS OF PREY 

I. OVERVIEW OF THE PUBLICALLY AVAILABLE INFORMATION 

The publically available information regarding agricultural chemicals and their use within the territory of 
Albania is very limited. The only available information for the public are: Legal acts regarding plant 
protection and plant protection products, List of registered plant fertilizers; List of registered plant 
protection products, some statistics regarding the agricultural production, and some news regarding the 
National Food Agency field inspections. 

Legal acts regarding plant protection and plant protection products can be found in three main sources, 
such as: The Official Gazette3, the website www.ligjet.org1, and the official webpage of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Development4. 

The lists of registered fertilizers and plant protection products can be easily found in the official webpage 
of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, under the section “Publications”2. This 
information is available in pdf format and it is updated. 

Regarding the use of the agricultural chemicals (pesticides, fertilizers) there is no publically available 
information, or it may not be easily found. In the official webpage of the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Rural Development, under the section “Statistics”5 are represented some short reports on the annual 
statistics regarding the agricultural production. The latest report is from 2017 and shows an increase in 
the vegetable, cereal, and potato production, mentioning also the counties with the highest agricultural 
production, such as: Fier, Tiranë, Korçë, etc. Nevertheless, there is no information on the quantity and 
the frequency of the agrochemicals used, or if there is used any agricultural chemical. 

In the official webpage of the National Food Agency (AKU), under the section “News”6 are represented 
the latest news regarding the National Food Agency activity as well as weekly summaries on their field 
inspections. The information on these news is very short and doesn’t provide much details i.e. on these 
weekly news are represented the number of the subjects inspected and what were the penalties 
undertaken during the week. Moreover, the access of information in this section is not an easy task 
because you need to check the entire news history in order to find something that might interest you.  

                                                           
3
 https://qbz.gov.al/ 

4
 https://bujqesia.gov.al/drejtoria-e-politikave-dhe-strategjive-te-zhvillimit-te-bujqesise-sigurise-ushqimore-dhe-

zhvillimit-rural/ 
5
 https://bujqesia.gov.al/statistika/ 

6
 https://aku.gov.al/category/lajmet-e-fundit/ 

http://www.ligjet.org1/
https://qbz.gov.al/
https://bujqesia.gov.al/drejtoria-e-politikave-dhe-strategjive-te-zhvillimit-te-bujqesise-sigurise-ushqimore-dhe-zhvillimit-rural/
https://bujqesia.gov.al/drejtoria-e-politikave-dhe-strategjive-te-zhvillimit-te-bujqesise-sigurise-ushqimore-dhe-zhvillimit-rural/
https://bujqesia.gov.al/statistika/
https://aku.gov.al/category/lajmet-e-fundit/
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In case you are very clear on what you are searching for, then you can use the search bar by typing the 
key words. 

II. LEGAL USE OF PESTICIDES FOR THE WHOLE COUNTRY 
 

2.1. List of all crop protection chemicals: pesticides, rodenticides, insecticides, herbicides, fungicides 
 

List of all the plant protection products which are allowed to be imported and traded in the Republic of 
Albania is represented in Annex II of this report. The list of the PPPs which are not allowed to be 
imported but only marketed and used in the Republic of Albania is represented in Annex III, and the list 
of plant fertilizers is represented in Annex IV. In total there are 332 plant protection products 
(fungicides, insecticides, rodenticides, herbicides, pesticides, pheromones, growth hormones) which are 
allowed to be imported and traded;  103 PPPs (fungicides, herbicides, insecticides, pesticides) which are 
not allowed to be imported but only marketed and used in the territory of Albania, and 291 plant 
fertilizers. 
 

2.2.  Standard procedures for the use of each type of crop protection substance (for each substance) 

 
The information regarding the use of registered plant protection products is limited. In Annex II and 
Annex III, is given information regarding the name, the active substance, the type, registration (date and 
register number) of the PPPs as well as the name of the applicant for the registration of the PPP. 
According to table 1, there are: 
 
 172 plant protection products used as fungicides; 
 79 plant protection products used as insecticides; 
 39 plant protection products used as herbicides; 
 16 plant protection products used as nematocides, moluscides, etc; 
 7 plant protection products used as pheromones; 
 6 plant protection products used as growth hormones; 
 4 plant protection products used as rodenticides. 
 

According to table 2, there are: 
 
 58 plant protection products are used as fungicides; 
 21 plant protection products are used as insecticides; 
 15 plant protection products are used as herbicides; 
 8 plant protection products are used as acaricides, nematocides, etc; 
 2 plant protection products are used as rodenticides; 
 2 plant protection products are used as growth hormones. 

 
There is no publically available information (or hard to find) on the requirements for the storage and 
treatment of PPPs, nor on the geographical distribution regarding the use of registered PPPs. However, 
following a logical line, most of the PPPs are used throughout the Western lowlands where is 
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concentrated most of the agricultural activity in Albania. Regarding the amount of the PPPs used per 
hectare, there is still a lack of the publically available information. There are no annual agricultural 
reports published, or any register regarding the annual use of the agricultural chemicals.  
 

2.3. Methods for the use of legal chemicals for chemical protection 
 

According to the Albanian legislation (DCM no. 317, date 15.5.2019 “On the approval of the rules on the 
sustainable use of plant protection products and the qualification criteria for users”), the only method 
used in Albania for chemical protection is: 

Fumigation, which is the process of applying, exposing and distributing a poisonous PPP in its gaseous 
state, with a view to controlling pests in the product and its holding environment, including fumigation 
preparation, fumigation operation itself and the steps taken after fumigation, e.g. ventilation and 
cleaning. All gases and vapors that can act as a choke are considered "very toxic to health”.  

Other methods to control parasites are: Integrated Pest Management and Non-chemical methods, which 
encourage the use of natural methods to protect the plants. 

2.4. Terms of use 
 

Terms of use for the PPPs are described in details in the accompanying leaflet of the PPP, together with 
the information on the risk of poisoning, care and first aid in cases of accidents.  
 

2.5.  Regulation (prohibition) for use / storage / disposal (landfill, safety) 
 

According to DCM no. 532, date 11.9.2018 “On the approval of the rules on trade, transport and storage 
of the plant protection products”, PPPs must be stored in special environments, such as: safes, rooms, 
warehouses secured by unauthorized openings, in original packaging, away from children, in dry 
conditions, away from fire, protected from direct sunlight as well as complying with all special 
instructions provided on the label. 
 
When, during storage of PPPs in warehouses or retail outlets, damage to packaging and PPP leakage 
occurs, they are removed immediately from the warehouse and retail outlet and disposed of in 
accordance with applicable rules. If the PPPs, within the damaged packaging, are in good condition, they 
are placed in original labeled packaging in the presence of the National Food Agency. This action is 
accompanied by keeping a record, in duplicate, to avoid the abuses that may occur with the re-packaging 
of PPPs in these premises. 

According to DCM no. 1188, date 20.8.2008 “On the approval of rules on import, trade, transport, 
storage, use and disposal of plant protection products”, unusable PPPs due to expiration or PPPs that 
have leaked during storage and transport, and materials used for their absorption and deactivation; 
empty containers such as tank, bottles, boxes, bags, etc; contaminated items during work such as 
protective equipments, cleaning agents, etc; are destroyed. There are two legal methods to destroy 
PPPs: Incineration and Landfill. Burning of the PPPs is carried out in ventilated places, away from people, 
animals, housing or crops. Unburnable packaging is washed, broken, crushed and buried. 
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The landfill sites of the plant protection products and other materials are designated by the Plant 
Protection Inspector and the Inspector of Environment. The landfill sites are kept surrounded by fences 
where warning signs are placed. 

2.6.  Registries for the use of chemical protection legal substances 
 

There is no publically available information regarding registries for the use of chemical protection legal 
substances. 
 

2.7.  Quantities of the chemicals used by types 

 
There is no publically available information regarding the quantities of the chemicals used by types. 

 

2.8.  Statistics on the use of the types of chemical protection chemicals 

 
There is no publically available information regarding the statistics on the use of the types of chemical 
protection chemicals. 

 

2.9.  Import procedures, authorization regime and storage of legal chemical protection substances 
 

A. Import 

According to the law no. 1188, date 20.8.2008 “On the approval of the rules on the import, trade, 
transport, storage, use, and disposal of the plant protection products””, it is allowed only the import of 
the PPPs registered in accordance with the requirements of the legislation in force. 

According to DCM no. 462, date 11.7.2012 “On some amendments on the DCM no. 1188, date 20.8.2008 
“On the approval of the rules on import, trade, transport, storage, use and disposal of the plant 
protection products”, the title “Import of plant protection products” is replaced by “Wholesale trade of 
plant protection products”. While the title “Trade of plant protection products” is replaced by “Retail 
trade of plant protection products”. Thus, the following rules are in accordance with the DCM no. 462: 

 Wholesale and retail trade of “Dangerous PPPs” or “High risk PPPs” is carried out under a license 
issued under the requirements of the legislation. 

 The wholesale and retail trade license for the PPPs should be placed in a prominent place in the 
trading unit. 

 Every person licensed for the wholesale trade of PPPs that are classified as “Dangerous PPPs” or 
“High risk PPPs” is obliged to compile an annual report and submit it to the National Food Agency 
(AKU) no later than February of the following year, on the quantity and quality of each imported and 
marketed PPP during the preceding calendar year; and also is obliged to notify the National Food 
Agency, by self-declaration, of any harmful effects on the user, environment or ecosystem, humans 
or animals, observed during the use, exposure, distribution and discharge of any imported and 
marketed PPPs. 
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 Every person licensed for the retail trade of PPPs that are classified as “Dangerous PPPs” or “High 
risk PPPs” is obliged to compile an annual report and submit it to AKU no later than January of each 
year, on the quantity and quality of each PPP that has been placed on the market during the 
preceding calendar year. 
 

B. License conditions 

According to the law no. 10081, date 23.2.2009 “On licenses, authorization and permits in the Republic 
of Albania”, as amended, the evaluation process regarding licensing is divided into three different stages 
according to the three different groups to be evaluated. The division of these groups is based on the 
criteria that each group must meet in order to be licensed. 

The evaluation of the first group is done within two business days from the day of application. The 
assessment of meeting the criteria for this group is based solely on the applicant's own statements. 

The evaluation of the second group is done within four business days from the day of application. The 
assessment of meeting the criteria for this group, except the applicant's own statements is based, is base 
also on the supporting documents submitted by the applicant. 

The evaluation of the third group is done within 4 business days from the day of application. In addition 
to those criteria provided for the first and second groups, the assessment of meeting the criteria is based 
on the performance of an inspection, testing, competition, interview, hearing or other assessment 
method. 

Any decision regarding licensing is published in the official register by the National Licensing Center. 

III. ILLEGAL DISPOSAL OF PESTICIDES – ILLEGAL LANDFILLS  
 

3.1. List of all chemicals banned for import and use 
 

There is no publically available information regarding the list of the chemicals banned for import and use 
in the Republic of Albania. 
 

3.2. Conditions and rules for controlling the import and use of illegal chemicals for chemical protection 
 

There is no publically available information regarding the conditions and rules for controlling the import 
and use of illegal chemicals for chemical protection. 
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3.3. Statistics of cases of detected illegal import of illegal chemicals for the last 5 years - date, 

substance, quantity, place of perception, action 
 

There is no publically available information regarding cases of detected illegal import of illegal chemicals.  
However, there is a case of detected illegal import of PPPs which are not allowed to be imported in the 
territory of the Republic of Albania. This case was published in the official webpage of the National Food 
Agency, on November 18, 2019. According to this news, 800 liters of PPP (Tilt 250 EC) was stopped in the 
border point “Hani i Hotit”. The amount of PPP came from Germany and its destination was Albania. The 
800 liters of Tilt 250 EC was stopped in the border point with the purpose to return it to the country of 
origin7. 
 

3.4. Statistics of the cases of established illegal dumping of illegal chemical substances for the last 5 

years - date, substance, quantity, location of the perpetuation (municipality, land, property no / 

address if possible or geographic coordinates) 

 
There is no publically available information regarding the statistics on the cases of established illegal 
dumping of illegal chemical substances. 

 

IV. CONCLUSIONS 

In conclusion, there is very limited information available for the public regarding the use of agriculture 
chemicals and it is not always updated. The list of the publically available information includes: 

 List of legal acts regarding plant protection and plant protection products: This information is 
available and free to access in three main sources, such as: The Official Gazette, the website: 
www.ligjet.org, and the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development and it is updated. 

 List of PPPs which are allowed to be imported and traded in the Republic of Albania: This information 
is available and free to access in the official webpage of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development and it is updated. 

 List of PPPs which are not allowed to be imported but only marketed and used in the territory of the 
Republic of Albania. This information is available and free to access in the official webpage of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development and it is updated. 

 List of registered plant fertilizers: This information is available and free to access in the official 
webpage of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development and it is updated. 

 Annual reports regarding the statistics on the agriculture production: This information is available in 
the official webpage of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development and it is not updated. The 
latest report in this regard is from 2017. 

                                                           
7 https://aku.gov.al/aku-kthen-ne-vendin-e-origjines-800-litra-produkt-te-mbrojtjes-se-bimeve-e-cila-

nuk-bente-pjese-ne-listen-e-pmb-ve-te-lejuara-per-te-hyre-ne-shqiperi/ 

 

http://www.ligjet.org/
https://aku.gov.al/aku-kthen-ne-vendin-e-origjines-800-litra-produkt-te-mbrojtjes-se-bimeve-e-cila-nuk-bente-pjese-ne-listen-e-pmb-ve-te-lejuara-per-te-hyre-ne-shqiperi/
https://aku.gov.al/aku-kthen-ne-vendin-e-origjines-800-litra-produkt-te-mbrojtjes-se-bimeve-e-cila-nuk-bente-pjese-ne-listen-e-pmb-ve-te-lejuara-per-te-hyre-ne-shqiperi/
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Meanwhile, in terms of quantities, and geographical distribution of the legal use of the agriculture 
chemicals, there is no available information for the public.  

Regarding the list of illegal chemicals and illegal use of the illegal chemicals, there is a complete lack of 
publically available information, the same for cases of detected illegal import of illegal chemicals and 
disposal of the illegal chemicals. 

V. RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is important that all the responsible institutions on plant protection and plant protection products to 
provide information to the public regarding legal and illegal agriculture chemicals and their use within 
the territory of the Republic of Albania. This can be achieved through annual reports and registers on the 
quantity, geographical distribution, and legal / illegal use of the agriculture chemicals. 

These reports, registers should be published in the official webpage of the relevant institutions and be 
free to access from the public, or at least disclose their existence on the official webpage of the relevant 
institutions and provide the information on how to access them. 
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 

 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 

National Food Agency 

Law no. 105/2016, date 27.10.2016 “On the protection of plants” 

Decision of the Council of Ministers (DCM) no. 146, date 13.3.2018 “On the establishment, organization 
and functioning of regional agencies for veterinary services and plant protection” 

Law no. 27/2016 “On the management of chemicals” 

DCM no. 317, date 15.5.2019 “On the adoption of rules for the sustainable use of plant protection 
products and the qualification criteria for users” 

DCM no. 335, date 6.6.2018 “On the approval of rules on the registration procedure and evaluation 
criteria of plant protection products” 

Law no. 10081, date 23.2.2009 “On licenses, authorization and permits in the Republic of Albania”, as 
amended 

Order no. 566, date 15.10.2019 “On updating ministers order no. 72, date 2.3.2017 “On approval of 
active substances in content of PPPs”, changed” 

DCM no. 1188, date 20.8.2008 “On the approval of rules on import, trade, transport, storage, use and 
disposal of plant protection products” 

DCM no. 462, date 11.7.2012 “On some amendments on the DCM no. 1188, date 20.8.2008 “Approving 
the rules on import, trade, transport, storage, use, and disposal of plant protection products” 

DCM no. 532, date 11.9.2018 “On the approval of rules on the trade, transport, and storage of plant 
protection products” 

Law no. 8483, date 10.5.1999 “On the accession of the Republic of Albania in the “International 
Convention on Plant Protection” 

Law no. 10277, date 13.5.2010 “On the accession of the Republic of Albania to the Convention of 
Rotterdam “On the procedure of notification of preliminary approval of some chemicals and dangerous 
plant protection products in the international trade” 

DCM no. 201, date 10.4.2019 “On the approval of the National Plan for European Integration 2019-2021” 
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ANNEX I 

In this section is represented the organization chart of the responsible authorities for the 
protection of plants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is the competent 
authority that drafts 
plant protection policies 
and for the transposition 
of EU legislation 
regarding plant 
protection; 

It develops procedures 
related to the 
registration of PPPs, 
active substances, as well 
as additives and other 
interacting substances; 

It monitors and 
implements the activity 
and services in the 
framework of plant 
protection at central and 
regional level. 

 

It is the inspection 
body, which has the 
task of controlling 
the implementation 
of the law “On 
plant 
protection”and its 
bylaws, as well as 
other legal acts in 
the field of 
inspections. 

It has the obligation 
to monitor the 
phytosanitary 
condition of plants, 
plant products and 
other objects within 
the territory under 
their administration. 

It has the duty to 
evaluate the 
documentation of 
PPPs during their 
registration 
procedure; 

It is the responsible 
authority for the 
quality control 
analyzes of the 
registered PPPs; 

It is the responsible 
authority for the 
analyses of residues of 
plant protection 
products on plants and 
products of plant 
origin, locally 
produced and / or 
imported, in 
accordance with food 
safety legislation; 

It is the responsible 
authority for the 
evaluation, 
qualification and 
standardization of the 
national laboratories. 

It has the duty to 
monitor quarantine 
parasites, determine 
their status, quarantine 
control methods, and 
notify the ministry; 

It is the responsible 
authority for making 
the diagnosis and 
prognosis-signaling of 
the parasites, defining 
their control measures; 

It has the duty to carry 
out biological-
agronomic evidence of 
plant protection 
products during the 
procedure for their 
registration, when 
required; 

It is the responsible 
authority (together with 
ISUV) for the 
evaluation, qualification 
and standardization of 
the national 
laboratories. 

 

Responsible 

Structure for 

Plant Protection 

National Food 

Agency (AKU) 

Regional Agency for 
Veterinary Services 

and Plant Protection 

Food Safety and 

Veterinary 

Institute (ISUV) 

Plant 

Protection 

Department 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 

Development 
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ANNEX II: 
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ANNEX III: 
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ANNEX IV - List of the registered plant fertilizers in the Republic of Albania:  

 

Nr EMËRTIMI LLOJI Prodhuesi-Shteti Tregëtuesi (Importuesi) Nr. Regj. Data regj. 

1 
AGRIFERT NPK 8-14- 
26+TE 

Granular MBM shpk. Shqipëri MBM shpk. Kavajë 356 5.3.2019 

2 ALGAMAN Lëng ED&MAN Liquid Products Italia Srl. Itali Petriti shpk. Lushnje 188 5.7.2017 
3 ALMAQ BIO Lëng Tecnobell Srl. Itali Tecno Green. Durrës 181 5.7.2019 
4 ALGAEL Lëng Tecnobell Srl. Itali Tecno Green. Durrës 178 5.7.2017 
5 AMONIUM NITRATE Granular Group Chimique Tunisien. Tunizi MBM shpk. Kavajë 262 10.4.2018 
6 AMONIUM SULFATE Granular Hebei Sanyuanjiuqi Fertilizer Co Ltd. Kinë MBM shpk. Kavajë 263 10.4.2018 

7 ASCOMAN Lëng ED&F MAN Liquid Products Italia Srl. Itali Petriti shpk. Lushnje 273 6.7.2018 

8 AZOS 415 Granular ED&F MAN Liquid Products Italia Srl. Itali Petriti shpk. Lushnje 274 6.7.2018 
9 BETABIO ACTIVE Lëng ED&F MAN Liquid Products Italia Srl. Itali Petriti shpk. Lushnje 187 5.7.2017 

10 BETABIO FULL Lëng ED&F MAN Liquid Products Italia Srl. Itali Petriti shpk. Lushnje 275 6.7.2018 

11 BETA PLUS Granular ED&F MAN Liquid Products Italia Srl. Itali Petriti shpk. Lushnje 276 6.7.2018 
12 BIO ENERGY Lëng Biolchim. Itali Agroblend shpk. Vorë-Tiranë 89 10.5.2018 
13 BIOFERT Lëng Tecnobell Srl. Itali Tecno Green. Durrës 183 5.7.2017 
14 BIOSUFRE Lëng Tecnobell Srl. Itali Tecno Green. Durrës 182 5.7.2017 

15 BIOKING Lëng 
Agromer Biosan Tarim Turizm Ins Bilis. 
Gida San. Ve Tic.Ltd.Sti. Turqi 

Agrohelp Shpk. Durrës 272 6.7.2018 

16 BIOVIDA Lëng Servalesa SL. Spanjë Harizi shpk. Berat 361 5.3.2019 
17 BIOZUFRE Lëng Servalesa SL. Spanjë Harizi shpk. Berat 362 5.3.2019 
18 COSMO N 35 Granular ED&F MAN Liquid Products Italia Srl. Itali Petriti shpk. Lushnje 277 6.7.2018 

19 COSMO NPK 18-7-9 Granular ED&F MAN Liquid Products Italia Srl. Itali Petriti shpk. Lushnje 278 6.7.2018 

20 COSMO NP 16-33 Granular ED&F MAN Liquid Products Italia Srl. Itali Petriti shpk. Lushnje 279 6.7.2018 

21 COSMO NPK 10-14-17 Granular ED&F MAN Liquid Products Italia Srl. Itali Petriti shpk. Lushnje 280 6.7.2018 
22 COSMO NPK 10-16-23 Granular ED&F MAN Liquid Products Italia Srl. Itali Petriti shpk. Lushnje 281 6.7.2018 
23 DAP 18-46 Granular Joint Stock Company “Apatit”. Rusi Caca shpk. Kavaje 268 6.6.2018 
24 DECCO KALCIUM Lëng Decco Italia Srl. Itali Agrohelp Shpk. Durrës 267 6.6.2018 
25 ERETT Lëng Tencobell Srl, Itali Tecno Green. Durrës 185 5.7.2017 
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26 
FLORABALT 
MEDIUM COARSE 

Torfë Floragard Vertriebs GmbH. Gjermani Agripro Shpk. Tiranë 360 5.3.2019 

27 
FLORABALT POT 
COARSE 

Torfë Floragard Vertriebs GmbH. Gjermani Agripro Shpk. Tiranë 359 5.3.2019 

28 FLORADUR A BLOCK Torfë Floragard Vertriebs GmbH. Gjermani Agripro Shpk. Tiranë 358 5.3.2019 
29 FOSFONIN FLOW Lëng Servalesa SL. Spanjë Harizi shpk. Berat 363 5.3.2019 
30 KLORUR POTASI Granular Hebei Sanyuanjiuqi Fertilizer Co Ltd. Kinë MBM shpk Kavajë 355 5.3.2019 
31 K-VITRUM Lëng Sevalesa SL. Spanjë Harizi shpk. Berat 364 5.3.2019 
32 MAGNECAL Lëng Tencobell Srl. Itali Tecno Green. Durrës 179 5.7.2017 
33 MATUR PLUS Lëng ED&F MAN Liquid Products Italia Srl. Itali Petriti shpk. Lushnje 282 6.7.2018 

 


